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CONFERENCE PROPOSAL

V CONFERENCE OF COMMUNICATION 

SCHOLARS OF THE AMERICAS
Communication training across the Americas: a comparative approach
Sponsored by
[image: image1.png]
FELAFACS XIII Latin American Social Communication Schools Congress

Palacio de Convenciones

Havana, Cuba 

October 22, 2009 (9:00 am – 5:00 pm)
Committee
· Mariela Pérez Chavarría, Profesora Titular, ITESM, Campus Monterrey, México. 

· Jesús Arroyave, Profesor Asociado, Universidad del Norte Barranquilla, Colombia
· Julio César Mateus, Secretary Executive, FELAFACS, Peru
· Roger Smitter, Executive Director of NCA, Washington, DC. USA
· Federico Varona, Professor, San José State University, San Jose, CA (Chair) USA.
1. Title: Communication Training across the Americas
2. Abstract

The central topic of the V Communication Conference of the Americas is “Communication Training across the Americas: a comparative approach”. The proposed conference will convene scholars from the Americas ( South America, Central and Caribbean America, and North America). These scholars will share their research and experiences  on “Communication training in universities across the Americas" from the cultural, socio-political, economic, and academic-institutional contexts in which they work. They also will discuss the tendencies and challenges for the training of communication specialists in the next 5 years.

The conference will consist of three panels to discuss communication training programs in the Americas: The first panel will be on Teaching and Learning; the second on Research and Practice; and the third on Assessment System. 
This preconference will be a direct extension of the past four Communication Conferences of the Americas sponsored by NCA and FELAFACS: Mexico City (1997), San Antonio (2006), Chicago (2007), and San Diego (2008). 
The financial aid we are requesting is for USA scholars to travel to Havana, Cuba to present their research at the conference.  USA scholars will be selected based on the quality of the proposal, geographical area covered, experience in curriculum development,  and ability to influence decision-making about curriculum in their respective universities. The financial aid we are requesting  will also cover the cost of use of facilities, translation, and coffee breaks.

NCA has provided financial aid for bringing Latin American  scholars to the II and III  NCA-FELAFACS Conferences in San Antonio (2006) and San Diego (2008).
3. Rationale and Expected Outcomes

The primary rationale for this preconference is to provide communication scholars from South America, Central America, the Caribbean, and North America an opportunity to share academic models, experiences, methods and curricula in the different areas of the field of communication. 
The fourth immediate outcomes expected for this conference will be: (1) a compilation of communication training curricula,  paradigms and models across the Americas (in the form of proc edgings and supplementary materials);  (2) the sharing of the tendencies, and  challenges for the training of communication specialists; (3) the strengthening of transnational academic networks; and (4) planning for the formalization of a North-South Dialogue within the NCA institutional structure.
4. Anticipated Presenters, Activities, and Proposed Schedule

The V Communication Conference of the Americas (NCA-FELAFACS) is one day event from 9 am to 5 pm and will consist of panel presentations and roundtable discussions to allow participants achieve a greater understanding of the different communication training curricula, paradigms and models that exist in the Latin American and North American universities. 
The conference will include three panels to discuss communication training programs in the Americas:  The first panel will be on Teaching and Learning; the second  on Research and Practice; and the third on Assessment System. In each of these panels presenters will share their research findings and conclusions on: a) changes experienced in the last 10 years, b) results, c) tendencies, d) social impact, and e) challenges for the next 5 years.

The panels coordinators are: Mariela Pérez Chavarría, Profesora Titular, ITESM, Campus Monterrey, México. Jesús Arroyave, Profesor Asociado, Universidad del Norte Barranquilla, Colombia. And 
Federico Varona, Professor, San José State University, San Jose, CA (Chair) USA.
5. Estimated Attendance

Based on the average of previous NCA-FELAFACS conferences’ attendance we anticipate approximately 50 participants (at least 5 coming from the United States).

6. Audio/Visual Needs

The expected audio/visual needs are a flip chart, a conventional overhead projector (for transparencies), and data projector for the use of PowerPoint.  If possible, we would ask also for Internet capability, assuming that there would be wireless access in the room.

7. Estimated budget
	Item
	Cost per Unit
	Total

	NCA Members travel expenses (at least 5 subsides)
	US$ 600.00
	US$ 3,000.00

	Cost of renting a hall (including translation, coffee break and use of facilities)
	US$ 2,000.00
	US$ 2,000.00

	
	US$ 5,000.00
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